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CLIMBING BEFORE THE RCS 



Clarence King 

Credited with first instance of ‘roping down’ in Sierra Nevada in 1864 





CLIMBING BEFORE THE RCS 


WRITINGS OF CLARENCE KING AND JOHN MUIR DEFINED THE ROMANTIC 
NOTIONS OF MOUNTAINEERING OF EARLY ENTHUSIASTS 


King’s Mountaineering in the Sierra Nevada (1871) 


Muir’s The Mountains of California (1894) 
& Earlier Magazine Articles 



CLIMBING BEFORE THE RCS 



JOHN MUIR - CALIFORNIA’S FIRST ROCK 

CLIMBER 

John Muir on Mount Ritter, 1872 

After gaining a point about halfway to the top, I was 
suddenly brought to a dead stop, with arms 
outspread, clinging close to the face of the rock, 
unable to move hand or foot either up or down. My 
doom appeared fixed. I must fall. . . 



CLIMBING BEFORE THE RCS 



JOHN MUIR - CALIFORNIA’S FIRST ROCK 

CLIMBER 

John Muir on Mount Ritter, 1872 

After gaining a point about halfway to the top, I was 
suddenly brought to a dead stop, with arms 
outspread, clinging close to the face of the rock, 
unable to move hand or foot either up or down. My 
doom appeared fixed. I must fall. . . 

Then my trembling muscles became firm again, 
every rift and flaw in the rock was seen as through a 
microscope, and my limbs moved with a 
positiveness and precision with which I seemed to 
have nothing at all to do. Had I been borne aloft 
upon wings, my deliverance could not have been 
more complete 
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JOHN MUIR - CALIFORNIA’S FIRST ROCK 

CLIMBER 

John Muir on Mount Ritter, 1872 

After gaining a point about halfway to the top, I was 
suddenly brought to a dead stop, with arms 
outspread, clinging close to the face of the rock, 
unable to move hand or foot either up or down. My 
doom appeared fixed. I must fall. . . 

Then my trembling muscles became firm again, 
every rift and flaw in the rock was seen as through a 
microscope, and my limbs moved with a 
positiveness and precision with which I seemed to 
have nothing at all to do. Had I been borne aloft 
upon wings, my deliverance could not have been 
more complete 

. . .the strange influx of strength I had received 
seemed inexhaustible. I found a way without effort, 
and soon stood upon the topmost crag in the 
blessed light .—The Mountains of California, 1894 



CLIMBING BEFORE THE RCS 
THE SIERRA CLUB 


FOUNDED 1892 AS AN ‘ALPINE CLUB’ 

JOHN MUIR AS PRESIDENT UNTIL HIS DEATH IN 1914 
SIERRA CLUB BULLETIN SET FORTH THE PIONEERING EXPLOITS OF ITS MEMBERS 

JOSEPH N. LE CONTE 
DUNCAN McDUFFIE 
CHARLES W. MICHAEL 
JAMES S. HUTCHINSON 
BOLTON COIT BROWN 
MARION RANDALL PARSONS 
WILL COLBY 
FRANCIS FARQUHAR 
HELEN M. GOMPERTZ 
WALTER LEROY HUBER 




High Trip 


CLIMBING BEFORE THE RCS 


THE S ERRA CLUB H GH TR PS 


ARMCHA R MOUNTA NEERS TO REAL-L FE MOUNTA NEERS 


BRAIN CHILD OF WILLIAM C. COLBY 
1901 UNTIL WWII 

ALL SC OUTINGS PROGRAMS DERIVED FROM THE HIGH TRIPS 
JOHN MUIR PARTICIPATED IN FIRST HIGH TRIPS, ENSURING SUCCESS 
INTRODUCED HUNDREDS OF MEMBERS TO THE ‘REAL THING’ 

GENESIS OF MOUNTAINEERING, ROCK CLIMBING AND SKI MOUNTAINEERING IN CALIFORNIA 
RESULTED IN FOUNDING OF SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA CHAPTER IN 1911 
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HIGH TRIP GROUP IN YOSEMITE, 1921 




Clair 
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HIGH TRIP GROUP IN YOSEMITE, 1921 
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HIGH TRIP GROUP IN YOSEMITE, 1921 








CLIMBING BEFORE THE RCS 
SIERRA CLUB HIGH TRIPS 



Pack Train Opening a Pass 




CLIMBING BEFORE THE RCS 

1920s-30s HIGH TRIPS - BIRTH OF MODERN MOUNTAINEERING 





CLIMBING BEFORE THE RCS 

1920s-30s HIGH TRIPS - BIRTH OF MODERN MOUNTAINEERING 



Norman Clyde Guiding a Woman Climber 





CLIMBING BEFORE THE RCS 

1920s-30s HIGH TRIPS - BIRTH OF MODERN MOUNTAINEERING 



Sierra Club party ascending Mt. Ritter. Sierra Club High Trip of 1929. 
L to R: William A. Horsfall, Dr. Charmlee, Miss Hall. 








1930 HIGH TRIP-A NEW GENERATION EXCELS 


“In 1930, Jules Eichorn and I discovered that in all the 
mounds of commissary equipment there was a new 
manila climbing rope. We asked to use it and Will 
Colby reluctantly gave us permission.”—Glen Dawson 


Jules Eichorn 


“Colby later reported that “Some youthful enthusiasts, including 
Glen Dawson, Jules Eichorn and John Olmstead, swarmed over 
everything that looked formidable in the way of a mountain 
peak.” 


John Olmstead & Jules Eichorn 
on Devils Crag 


One noteworthy “swarm” was the second ascent of Devils Crag 
—first topped by Charles Michael solo in 1913, and later only re¬ 
conned by Norman Clyde. The trio later managed the first 
traverse from Mt. Sill to North Pal, ascending from Dusy Basin. 



1930 HIGH TRIP-A NEW GENERATION EXCELS 


MOUNTAINEERING NOTES 

? 

Mountain-Climbing on the 1930 Outing 
Notes by Glen Dawson 

Red-and-White Mountain. —From camp on Mono Creek opposite Second Re¬ 
cess, July 6th, Jules Eichom and I went up the unnamed canon directly toward 
Red-and-White Mountain. We passed to the left of the large lake, not going 
to the outlet, finding this the most direct route. We ascended the large chute 
at the left (southwest side) of the peak and followed the ridge a short distance 
to the summit. We returned the same way. This is the route followed by the 
Hutchinson party on the descent after making the first ascent of the peak in 
1902 (S. C. B., 1903, iv:3, pp. 201-202). The only record in the Sierra Club 
register since the first ascent was that of Norman Clyde, July 3, 1928. July 8th, 
Ansel E. Adams and Benjamin Lieb climbed the mountain by the northwest 
ridge (route of the Hutchinson party’s ascent) and returned by the northeast 
ridge (Clyde’s route). 

Mount Gabb. —Climbed by John M. Olmsted and Charles Dodge, from 
Second Recess. 

Mount Abbot. —July 8th, Jules Eichom and I made the round trip to the 
summit from the pass between Abbot and Gabb in two and a half hours. 
Later the same day, three others made the ascent, followed on July 9th by ten 
people—a total of thirty-eight registered at the summit, all but two being mem¬ 
bers of the Sierra Club. 

Bear Creek Spire. —After a cool night at timber-line at Lake Italy, Jules 
Eichom and I reached the summit on July 9th, in two hours fifteen minutes. 
The only difficult part was the last hundred feet. As we reached the smooth 
rock at the summit, a storm began. The only record found was that of J. R. 
Demster, August 10, 1928; the records of Hermann Ulrichs and Norman Clyde 
have evidently been swept off from the tiny summit. 

Mount Dade. —After climbing Bear Creek Spire, we climbed Mount Dade, 
keeping to the ridge as high as practicable. The only register was a piece of 
magazine without covering. The first ascent appears to have been on August 
19, 1911, by Liston and McKeen, of Fresno, “locators of this valuable peak.” 
Other records were: Florence E. Atkinson, Sydney Schlessinger, August 1921; 
and Norman Clyde (date faded). There is an unusual combination of glacier 
and lake high on the ridge. 

Mount Hilgard. —Climbed July 10th by Marjory Bridge, Mildred Ehrhardt, 
and John Olmsted. 

Seven Gables. —My father (Ernest Dawson) led twelve people up Seven 
Gables, July nth. 

Mount Senger. —Jules Eichom, R. B. Perry, Jr., and I climbed Mount 
Senger on July nth—an easy climb from Sally Keyes Lake. 


This continues for two more full pages. 
The more notable ascents included: 
Red and White Peak (3 rd ascent) 
Bear Creek Spire (4 th ascent) 

Mt. Dade (4 th ascent) 

Mt. Darwin 
Mt. McGee 
Mt. Goddard 

Devils Crags (2 nd ascent) 

Most of the Palisades summits 


Sierra Club Bulletin 



1930 HIGH TRIP-A NEW GENERATION EXCELS 



Use of rope in the High Sierra in 1930. There are several claims to first 
use of the rope that year. This is Jules Eichorn on Devil’s Crags. 



1931 - HIGH TRIP ASCENTS CONTINUE 



Glen Dawson on Finger Peaks 


Jules Eichorn in the Minarets 





Dawson & Eichorn made the first ascent of a prominent gendarme 
on Cathedral Peak on July 24th. (Now known as Eichorn Pinnacle) 





1931 - HIGH TRIP ASCENTS CONTINUE 


Clyde Minaret 
Michael’s Minaret 
Third Minaret (First Ascent) 


Jules Eichorn belaying Walter Brem 




SIDEBAR - FRANCIS FARQUHAR AND ROBERT UNDERHILL 



Prominent San Francisco CPA 

Historian of the Sierra Nevada (History of the 
Sierra Nevada Still in Print) 

President of Sierra Club 1933-35,1948-49 

Editor of SC Bulletin 1926-46 (Made the Bulletin 
one of the foremost mountaineering journals in 

the world.) 

Mountaineer With Multiple FA’s 
Mt. Farquhar (12,893’) Named in his honor 


PRIME SPONSOR AND MOTIVATOR OF 
MOUNTAINEERING IN THE SIERRA CLUB 


Francis Peloubet Farquhar, 1887-1974 



SIDEBAR - FRANCIS FARQUHAR AND ROBERT UNDERHILL 


Professor of Mathematics and Instructor in 
Philosophy, Harvard University 

Long Time Member Appalachian Mountain Club 

Editor of AMC’s journal, Appalachia, 1928-34 

Notable Ascents in Europe 

Introduced technical mountaineering to Grand 
Teton NP in 1929, with first ascent of E Ridge of 

Grand Teton 

Six weeks climbing in the Tetons in summer 
1931, with a number of first ascents 

Underhill Ridge on Grand Teton; Underhill 
Couloir above Palisade Glacier 


INTRODUCED MODERN CLIMBING 
TECHNIQUES TO AMERICA IN THE AREAS OF 
ROPE USE, KNOTS, BELAYING AND RAPPELING 



Robert L.M. Underhill, 1889-1983 



SIDEBAR - FRANCIS FARQUHAR AND ROBERT UNDERHILL 



1931 - SIERRA CLUB GOES TO SCHOOL 


In February Farquhar publishes Underhill’s 
seminal article in Sierra Club Bulletin 

Lays down the underpinnings of modern 
rock climbing 


After his six weeks of summer climbing in 
the Tetons, Underhill comes to California at 
the behest of Farquhar, who sponsors a 
mountaineering training school for selected 
Sierra Club leaders ... 


THE PALISADES CLIMBING SCHOOL 




PALISADES CLIMBING SCHOOL, AUGUST 1931 
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Francis Farquhar, Bestor Robinson, Glen Dawson, Neill C. Wilson, Lewis Clark, 
Robert Underhill, Norman Clyde, Jules Eichorn, Elmer Collett. 





PALISADES CLIMBING SCHOOL 



Robert Underhill in 1931 


“The seed of the lore of pitons, carabiners, rope-downs, belays, rope traverses, and two- 
man stands was sown in California in 1931 by Robert L.M. Underhill, a member of the 
Appalachian Mountain Club, with considerable experience in the Alps. That seed has 
sprouted and grown in California climate with exuberant vigor sufficient to satisfy the most 

vociferous Chamber of Commerce.”—Bestor Robinson 



PALISADES CLIMBING SCHOOL 



Jules Eichorn & Robert Underhill 


Francis Farquhar & Norman Clyde 




PALISADES CLIMBING SCHOOL 
First Ascent of Thunderbolt Peak 



Socked in on Thunderbolt, before 
the lightning strike 


Underhill on T-Bolt, last man down 




SUMMER OF ‘31; POST-GRADUATE WORK ON WHITNEY 




Robert Underhill packing into East Face Lake 






East Face of Mount Whitney First Ascent 
Jules Eichorn, Norman Clyde, Robert Underhill, Glen Dawson 






SUMMER OF ‘31; POST-GRADUATE WORK ON WHITNEY 


a 




East Face of Mount Whitney First Ascent 


Glen Dawson, Robert Underhill, Jules Eichorn, Norman Clyde 





THE RCS EMERGES: 1931-34 
CRAGMONT CLIMBING CLUB/NORTHERN RCS 


Nucleus of climbers around Jules Eichorn, Bestor Robinson, and Dick Leonard begins 
practice climbing on three Berkeley boulders known as Cragmont 

Law student Leonard becomes the moving force in forming the Cragmont Climbing Club on 

March 13,1932. 

In November, 1932, this informal club joined the Sierra Club, becoming the Rock Climbing 

Section. 



was an American rock climber, 
environmentalist and attorney. He served 
as president of the Sierra Club and the 
Save the Redwoods League, and was active 
in the Wilderness Society and the American 
Alpine Club. 

Climber/writer Steve Roper called Leonard 
“the father of California rock climbing.” 


Dick Leonard (far rt) at Cragmont 
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THE RCS EMERGES: 1931-34 
CRAGMONT CLIMBING CLUB/NORTHERN RCS 



Leonard took a systematic, experimental 
approach to rock climbing safety and 
technology, repeatedly testing climber falls 
and belaying techniques under carefully 
controlled conditions.—Wikipedia Entry 

The sitting belay (as opposed to the more 
common European standing belay of this 
time) was developed at Cragmont, as well as 
the so-called “dynamic belay.” 


Climber jumping off Cragmont boulder during 
belaying practice (possibly Dick Leonard) 



THE RCS EMERGES: 1931-34 
CRAGMONT CLIMBING CLUB/NORTHERN RCS 


AN ILLUSTRIOUS CRAGMONT GRADUATE 


Prominent environmentalist and founder of many environmental 

groups, including: 

Sierra Club Foundation, Friends of the Earth, League of Conservation 
Voters, Earth Island Institute, North Cascades Conservation Council 

On 10-week climbing trip Sierra climbing trip with Hervey Voge, the pair 
climbed 63 peaks, including 32 first ascents. (They met up with Norman 
Clyde and made 8 FAs in the Devils Crags alone.) 

In October, 1939, with Bestor Robinson, Raffi Bedayan, and John Dyer, 
made FA of Shiprock (12 previous attempts had failed). 

FAs of seventy routes in Yosemite and elsewhere in the Western U.S. 

Edited and contributed to Manual of Ski Mountaineering, published in 

1942. 



David Brower climbing at Cragmont, 1930s 





THE RCS EMERGES: 1931-34 
CRAGMONT CLIMBING CLUB/NORTHERN RCS 


AN ILLUSTRIOUS CRAGMONT GRADUATE 


Prominent environmentalist and founder of many environmental 

groups, including: 

Sierra Club Foundation, Friends of the Earth, League of Conservation 
Voters, Earth Island Institute, North Cascades Conservation Council 

On 10-week climbing trip Sierra climbing trip with Hervey Voge, the pair 
climbed 63 peaks, including 32 first ascents. (They met up with Norman 
Clyde and made 8 FAs in the Devils Crags alone.) 

In October, 1939, with Bestor Robinson, Raffi Bedayan, and John Dyer, 
made FA of Shiprock (12 previous attempts had failed). 

FAs of seventy routes in Yosemite and elsewhere in the Western U.S. 

Edited and contributed to Manual of Ski Mountaineering, published in 

1942. 


(TWIST OF FATE: BROWER WAS FIRED AS FIRST EXECUTIVE 
DIRECTOR OF SIERRA CLUB BY DICK LEONARD) 



David Brower climbing at Cragmont, 1930s 






THE RCS EMERGES: 1931-34 


CRAGMONT CL MB NG CLUB/NORTHERN RCS 


The early years of the Northern RCS culminated with the first 
major ascent in Yosemite in 1934 





Cragmont Climbing Club 
and the Northern RCS 


In 1934, Leonard, Eichorn and Robinson 
assembled the most advanced set of climbing gear 
then in use in North America, much of which they 
had obtained from Germany, and set out to climb 
the Higher Cathedral Spire 



Southern California Beginnings 



3/11/23 Baldy Climb 









Southern California Beginnings 



Southern Sierrans on Palisades Glacier, 1920s 




Southern California Beginnings 



Elizabeth Cook sliding down the rope over the Big Pool in Lower Big Santa Anita Canyon, 

October 8,1922 












Southern California Beginnings 

















Southern California Beginnings 


JUNIOR SECTION ROCK CLIMBING 
No. 3A—Sunday 2 P. M., November 5, 1933 

Instruction and practice in rock climbi 
given Sunday afternoon at the base of 
Eagle Rock is on Colorado Blvd. betwee 
and the town of Eagle Rock. An exhibition climb up 
the face of Eagle Rock will be attempted. 

LEADER: Glen Dawson, 3003 Vineyard Ave., 
PArkway 5016. 

ASSISTANT LEADERS: John Poindexter, Bahlah 
Ballantine and Dick Jones. 



ROCK CLIMB 
(Junior Section) 

No. 3—Saturday, May 5, 1934. 

For fun and thrills with safety, come t(( s Bee Rock 
in Griffith Park Saturday afternoon. Instrucfh 
rock climbing and exhibitions of cliff scaling will be 
in order from 2 to 5 p. m. 

Drive out Riverside Drive to Griffith Park Zoo. 
Park cars and saunter */4 mile beyond zoo to base 
of Bee Rock. Tennis shoes necessary! 

LEADER: John Poindexter. 

ASST. LEADER: Glen Dawson, Phone PArkway 

5016. 









ART JOHNSON - FATHER OF THE SOUTHERN RCS 



Art Johnson had participated in the Junior 
Section climbs. 

With Glen Dawson’s encouragement, Art took 
on the job of organizing and initializing the 
RCS. 

He was Chair for the first three seasons: 
1934-35, 1935-36, and 1936-37. 

Art participated in the first ascents of the 
Fingertip, Piton Pooper, White Maiden, and 
Traitor Horn at Tahquitz. 


Art Johnson - On White Mountain, 1934 
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Club 


erra 

ORGANIZED 1892 

Southern California Chapter 
SCHEDULE No. 81 
NOV. 1, 1934 to JAN. 31, 1935 


ROCK CLIMBING COMMITTEE 

Arthur B. Johnson, Chairman 
616J4 Parkman Avenue Phone FItzroy 6759 

Glenn Dawson Cecelia Carney Howard Koster 

Mary Jane Edwards 


U 


^rO EXPLORE, enjoy and render 
ill accessible the mountain regions of 
the Pacific Coast; to publish au¬ 
thentic information concerning them ; to 
enlist the support and co-operation of the 
people and the Government in preserving 
the forests and other natural features of the 
Sierra Nevada.’* 

CLUB HEADQUARTERS 

Room 445 Wilcox Building 
206 South Spring Street 

Phone VAndike 9851 Los Angeles 

MOUNTAIN HEADQUARTERS 
MUIR LODGE HARWOOD LODGE 

Santa Anita Canyon San Antonio Canyon 

near Sierra Madre, Calif. near Camp Baldy 


The Rock Climbing Committee (RCC) was 
appointed by the Chapter Executive Committee 
to manage the RCS until 1937, when the 
management was elected under new bylaws. 

Other early RCC members included Adrienne 
Applewhite (Jones), Nelson Nies, Harold 
Richardson and Jim Smith. 














The Southern RCS 


“To explore, enjoy and render accessible the mountain regions of the Pacific Coast; to publish authentic information concerning them; to enlist the support and co-operation of the 
people and the Government in preserving the forests and other natural features of the Sierra Nevada ” 


Board of Directors, 1934-35 

Francis P. Farquhar, President . San Francisco 
Ernest Dawson, Vice-President . . Los Angeles 
William E. Colby, Secretary . . San Francisco 
Walter L. Huber, Treasurer . . . San Francisco 
Herbert S. Adair . . . Los Angeles 

Ansel Adams .... San Francisco 
William Frederic Bade , . . Berkeley 
Phil S. Bernays .... Los Angeles 

Lewis F. Clark.Alameda 

Joseph N. LeConte .... Berkeley 
Duncan McDuffie .... Berkeley 
Marion R. Parsons .... Berkeley 
Robert M. Price . . . Reno, Nevada 
Francis D. Tappaan . . . Los Angeles 
Mary Yost . . . Stanford University 


Outing Committee 

William E. Colby .... Chairman 
Francis D. Tappaan .... Manager 
Ansel Adams 

Virginia Ferguson . Assistant Secretary 



SIERRA CLUB 

1050 MILLS TOWER 
SAN FRANCISCO 


Honorary President 

Joseph N. LeConte.Berkeley 


Honorary Vice-Presidents 

Robert Underwood Johnson .... New York 
Vernon L. Kellogg .... Washington, D. C. 
J. Horace McFarland .... Harrisburg, Pa. 

John C. Merriam.Washington, D. C. 

John Barton Payne .... Washington, D. C. 

Robert G. Sproul.Berkeley 

Ray Lyman Wilbur . . . Stanford University 


Editorial Board 

Francis P. Farquhar. Editor 

Ansel Adams Richard M. Leonard 

Leland Curtis Frangois E. Matthes 

Glen Dawson Marion R. Parsons 

Walter L. Huber Elmo A. Robinson 


November 19, 1934. 


Mr. Arthur B. Johnson, 

616-3/4 Parkman Avenue, 

Los Angeles, California. 

Dear Mr. Johnson: 

Quite some time ago I received the rock climbing 
records and I appreciate very much your care in handling 
them. I hope they have helped you in your problems. 

Ted Waller has written me that he has now located the 
Unddrhill correspondence and has forwarded it to you. 

As soon as you have finished with it will you kindly 
return it so that it may be available for us in our dis¬ 
cussions. There is no great hurry but we will need it 
a little later. 

I do hope that you and G-len and some of your 
other rock climbers from the south can attend the annual 
dinner and plan to do a little climbing with us at Cragmont 
Rock the day after. We would enjoy meeting you very much. 


Very sincerely. 



RICHARD M. LEONARD 

Chairman, Committee on Rock Climbing. 


Example of Art Johnson’s 
extensive correspondence 
with Dick Leonard. 

The Bay RCS forms and 
procedures were loaned to Art 
for copying. 

Correspondence with Robert 
Underhill was also loaned. 









The Southern RCS 


Beyond getting 
Underhill’s letters 
to Dick Leonard, 
Art Johnson 
corresponded 
directly with 
Underhill. 

Example from 
1935 . 


"but much more of experience and trained judgment, and there is no 
end of satisfaction in the exercise of these. 

Congratulations to you, and the best of luck. 

Sincerely, 

(fl 


P.S. By the way, I have received a couple of letters from a 
Mr. Chester Versteeg, who seems to want to take up climbing. (322 
Pacific Mutual Bldg., L.A.) I have no idea of course what his 
capabilities may be, and can only surmise to what category of 
would-be climbers (na.turally we have all had our experience of 
several!) he may belong. Anyway, I am telling him he ought to 
get in touch with you. 



130 Warren St, Newton Centre, Mass., 
Dec. 15, 1935. . 


Bear Mr. Johnson: 

With regard to the terms used here in the situations you mention, 
I can’t say that we have any established practice. I think we ought 
to, and heartily approve your efforts to get one fixed. I think we * 
generally use "Slack”, in Leonard’s present sense, when rope is 
wanted; whereas for the other case we say "Take up," or "Take mp the 
rope," the last of which is too long. 

It seems to me there is a general principle involved in this 
question which might be discussed somewhat as follows. The term 
"Slack" in Leonard’s old and your present sense is obviously a 
shortening for the statement . "There is too much slack"; whereas in 
Leonard’s present sense it is one for the di rectio n. "Give some 
slack." Now I suggest that the latter is the preferable form for 
this sort of communication. For one thing, it makes for speed, which 







SC0U7ZB S EXPORT 


HAMS 




sc. 

sex 

ECS. 


* Rock 


Above Idyllwild on trail to San Jacinto Peak 


D1BXCTX0KS; Go up San Jacinto Trail about -/ mi., then cut to east across 
stream and hence up slope to base of Test face of.Lily Rock.Qonly 
feasible route up therock face is from this side*yThe top 'nay also 
be reached by hiking up the south side of the ridge running to* 
MXLIAGH About -yjyO miles round trip. /Tahquitz Peak. 

TIMX HBQPTEHD TO REACH ^'/vhrs . to Idyllwild; 1 hr. to start of climb. 


COST Of TRIP'- 


SXASQHAL LIMITATIONS? Spring or Autumn and possibly summer. 

DISCBIPnOU OUT CLIMBS ) 

HOLDS A BULAT COHDITIQHS) ? Vast possibilities for difficult climbs bf very 
advanced nature. One route up West face may go without recourse 
to pitons. Numerous small pitches of all degrees of difficulty. 
Holds are few but firm.(Except for one route previously mentioned, 
belaying will be very difficult , if n o t . imposoi t>le , on major climbs 
At top of rock there are many opportunities for belaying on minor 
pi(bhes however difficult. 


TTPX A HUD Of ROCK Granite with sharp corners and of a firm nature. 


DIBBIS Occasional trees on some routes, but majority is clean rock. 


iqpiFMBHk Pitons, carabiners, 90 ft rope. 


UDMB A MJUBEB 01 BOPS) 

POSSTBtr Dfft BUST) ! 90 and 120 ft 

BB1ABKS? This rock offers by far 
in So. Calif. 


ropes. 


advanced 

the best in. rock-climbing 

A 


to 


be found 
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Scouter’s report mimeographed form 
used from 1935. 

Archives contain a binder with 16 
completed reports. 
















PRACTICE CLIMB—EAGLE ROCK 
(Rock Climbing Section) 

No. 2—Saturday Afternoon, Nov. 3, 1934—2:00 
o’Clock. 

Come out with us and get under way for a most 
enjoyable session of climbing. Drive out through 
Eagle Rock or Highland Park to Colorado Boulevard. 
The rock is just north of Colorado between Figueroa 
and El Modena. Turn north and park at its base. 
SAFETY FIRST. 

Committeeman in charge: Howard Koster, 1330 
South Union Ave., phone FEderal 1910. 





The Southern RCS 






Binder of RCC/RCS meeting minutes 1936-71 with original cartoons by May Pridham 
(One of the earliest female climbers, May was a High Trip veteran who was RCS Sec 1935-36 and 1936-37) 














Rock Climbing Section 

Refer to Page 2 for list of officers. 

The Rock Climbing Section has amended its By- 
Laws to enable its members to have equal voice in 
the managing of its afFairs. 


To assure the Section continued success and the 
fulfillment of the high ideals of its founders and the 
greatest contribution to the future of mountaineering 
in the Sierra Club and in California it is the irre¬ 
vocable dutv of each member to attend the monthly 
meetings of the Section and to contribute in every 
way possible to its betterment and advancement. 

The By-Laws stipulate that the regular meetings 
shall be held on the last Monday of each month in 
the Club Rooms, so mark your calendar lest you 
forget. 

CHAIRMAN, ROCK CLIMBING SECTION. 

ROCK CLIMBING SECTION SCHEDULE 

CLIMBING—TAHQUITZ ROCK 
No. 33—Saturday and Sunday. May 1, 2. 

Southern California's "Yosemite" will be the vic¬ 
tim of the R. C. S. assault this week end 

Bring canteens, flashlights and knapsacks. 

Friday evening drive to Idyl I wild and then to River¬ 
side Public Camp Grounds. Those who leave Satur¬ 
day drive to cna of road at foot of San Jacinto trail. 

LEADER: Bob Brinton, 1832 So. Curson Ave., 
WHitncy 7477. 

P, S.—Prepare for bivouac one-half way up. Bring 
along ice axes for firewood, also long underwear. 

CLIMBING—EAGLE ROCK 
No. 34—Saturday. May 8, 1:00 p. m. 

This well known landmark lies on Colorado Blvd., 
half way between Eagle Rock and the Colorado 
Street Bridge. Climbing of any desired difficulty. 

LEADER: Adrienne Applewhite, 9135 W. 3rd 
Street. Beverly Hills. CRestview* 6543. 

CLIMBING—DEVILS GATE 
No. 35— Sunday, May 16, 8:00 a. m. 

Join us at the best easily accessible ‘Vamping" 


The Southern RCS 


1937 


ground in Southern California. Drive out Colorado 
Blvd. to Linda Vista Ave. at the west end of the 
Colorado Street Bridge. Go north on Linda Vista to 
within 100 yards of the dam. park and scramble down 
to the rocks. 

LEADER: Jim Smith, 915 S. El Molino Ave.. 
Pasadena. Wakefield 5765. 

CLIMBING—YOSEMITE 
No. 36 Saturday to Monday, May 29, 30, 31. 

Second annual joint trip of the Rock Climbing Sec¬ 
tions of the Bay and Southern California Chapters. 
Yosemite offers climbing to suit every taste. Come 
prepared to camp in the rain; also cat sparingly, for 
the bare facts are that you must bear your com¬ 
missary high, as bears are self-invited "guests." 

SO. SECTION LEADER; Glen Dawson, 3003 
Vineyard Ave. PArkway 5016. 

CLIMBING—STONY POINT, SANTA 
SUSANNA 

No. 37—Sunday, June 6. 

On this trip we will explore still further the climb¬ 
ing possibilities of Stony Point. 

Drive out Ventura Blvd. to Topanga Canyon Ave., 
thence north about 7 miles to a sharp left turn. 
Stony point is just east of the highway. 

LEADER: Jim Smith. 915 S. El Molino Ave., 
Pasadena. Wakefield 5765. 

CLIMBING BEE, SUMAC, AND 
CASTLE ROCK 

No. 38—Sunday, June 20, 8:00 a. m. 

That is quite a variety for one day, but after a 
good workout on the rocks and ropes a dip in the 
ocean feels mighty good. Come to Griffith Park 
early Sunday morning and see what interesting climb¬ 
ing we have in our own back yard. About noon we 
shall run down to Castle Rock which is on the ocean 
side of Roosevelt Highway, two miles west of Santa 
Monica Canyon. 







Adrienne Applewhite (later married to Dick Jones) belayed by Bill Rice, Stoney Point, about 1936 
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SANTA SUSANA PRACTICE CLIMB 
No. 21—Sunday, December 1, 1935, 8:00 A. M. 

These are new grounds with some promising pos¬ 
sibilities for very interesting climbing for all con¬ 
cerned. This group is in the shape of a large dome 
at the entrance to Santa Susana Pass with a picnic 
grounds near for lunching. Come early and enjoy 
a full day. 

Drive out Ventura Boulevard to Topango Canyon 
avenue and north about nine miles to the end of 
the road or out San Fernando Road to Bland Blvd. 
in San Fernando, then west and south about 2V 2 
miles to Devonshire street, thence west about nine 
miles to Topango Canyon avenue and north ll /2 miles 

to the rocks. 1 he rocks and picnic grounds lie 
along the highway on the right. 

Bring water - - — 

LEADER r/'M iss May Pridham. 

TRAIL Arthur Johnsom^Friday Dinners. 


First scheduled trip to Stoney Point, Dec. 1,1935 
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Bill Rice in a chimney at Stoney Point about 1936 
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Chester Versteeg at Stoney Point about 1937 
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Bill Rice and Muir Dawson, 
Stoney Point, 1937 


Glen Dawson belayed by Nelson Nies 
Stoney Point, 1937 
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CLIMBING^ 

No. 5—Saturday, May HOUTCM. 

The rocks lie in the gorge just below Devils Gate 
Dam. Drive out Colorado Blvd. to Linda Vista Ave. 

(west end of the Colorado St. bridge), then follow 
Linda Vista to the dam. 

LEADER: Jim Smith, 1539 Cotner Ave., West 
Los Angeles. 


Devils Gate in the Arroyo Seco in Pasadena was a popular early practice area 

(later gunnited over) 
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JIM SMITH ARTHUR JOHi'ISO^ DON KELLY SAM FINK 

ON THE SUMMIT 


BILL RICE 


ROCK CLIMBING SECTION'S SECOND ANNUAL ASCENT OF SAN JACINTO PEAK 

VIA SNOW CREEK 


RCS ascent of Snow Creek (North Face of San Jacinto) in 1936 
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Cj lily rock ]>\nd TAHQUITZ PEAK 

No. 8—Sat., Sun., and Mon., Nov. 9, 10, 11, 1935. 

The Rock Climbing Section is offering a treat of 
some of the best climbing in the San Jacinto Moun¬ 
tains on a three-day trip to Lily Rock and Tahquitz 
Peak. There will be all types of climbing from ele¬ 
mentary to very advanced mountaineering. Because 
of lack of space we are not permitted to list the 
exact itinerary, but we will drive to the Riverside 
County Public Camp Grounds about one-half mile 
west of Idyllwild Lodge Friday evening or Saturday. 
Saturday afternoon, Sunday and Monday morning we 
will drive on to the end of the road in Fern Valley, 
where the climbs will begin. 

Drive out through Riverside and Hemet to Idyll- 
wild or to Banning and the Banning-Idyllwild road 
to Idyllwild, then west one-half mile to the Camp 
Ground. Watch for road signs. 

Motor mileage, 240 miles round trip. Make reser¬ 
vations with assistant leader. 

Bring canteens and flashlights. 

LEADER: Nelson Nies, 1423 N. Kingsley Drive. 
Phone NOrmandy 9628. 

ASSISTANT LEADER: Stanley Keenan, 5152 
Oakland Ave. Phone CApitol 12881. 


The Trough was attempted 
on Nov. 10,1935, by Bill 
Rice, Nelson Nies, and Art 
Johnson. A route mistake 
and cold, icy weather 
turned them back. 
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CLIMBING—LILY ROCK 


and ^un., Aug. 

Again the rock climbers will attempt a route up 
jhe face of Lily Rock. 

^ui Uhjsl who — lenve Friday evening folluvv "Tlie 
driving directions of the above write-up to Idyll- 
wild. Camp at the Riverside County Public Camp 
Grounds. Saturday drive to the end of the road in 
Fern Valley where the climb begins. Those who 
leave Saturday drive direct to Fern Valley. 

Saturday evening we return to the camp. Sun¬ 
day we drive back to Fern Valley again and follow 

the arete to Tahquitz Peak, returning via the trail 
through Tahquitz Valley. 


BRING CANTEEN, 
KNAPS AC1 
LEADEFS^Jim Smith, 
Phone Wakenel 


FLASHLIGHT AND 
*5 S. El Moli no, Pasadena. 


The first ascent of the Trough was made on August 22,1936, 
by Jim Smith, Bob Brinton, and Zene Jasaitis. 
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Jim Smith at Tahquitz about 1938 (RCS Vice-Chair 1935-38) 

First ascents of the Trough, Fingertip, Angel’s Fright, White Maiden, Traitor Horn, Jensen’s Jaunt 
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John Mendenhall at Tahquitz about 1938 (RCS Chair 1939-40 and 1958-59) 
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John Mendenhall in about 1938 
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Ruth Dyar Mendenhall, 1930s (RCS Sec 1953-54) 
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L to R: Elsie Strand, Howard Koster, Carl Jensen, Art Johnson (about 1939) 






Idyllwild, June 29,1940 

Rear, L to R: Mary Helen Johnston (Dawson), unidentified, Glen Dawson, Dick Jones, unidentified. 
_Front: Muir Dawson. Dean Ashcraft._ 
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JOHN D. MENDENHALL'S RCS PIN 
1938 (or late 1937?) 

Donated to the Rock Climbing Section 
arctuves by Ruth Dyar Mendenhall 
4/7/86 



1972 


Jim Smith designed the first RCS badge and ordered 25 from Hans Gnad in Vienna in 1936. 
The Bay RCS began using the same badges in the late 1930s. 

The design evolved eventually to the one on the right. 








Published for the members of the Ski Mountaineers Section end th{ Rock Climbing 
Section of the Sierra Club, in accordance with Article VIII, Sect!tfc 
Ry-Laws of the Southern California Chapter of the Sierra Club. For information 
concerning the two sections, call Dick Jones, Cleveland 66982 (evenings), 112 N. 
Avenue 57, Los Angeles. 



r I 

No. 10. April is. 



1938 


A Sierra Club news sheet for the members of the Ski Mountaineers Section (George 

Sauwens,' Chairman) and the Rock Climbing Section (Howard Koster, Chairman). Edited 
by Ruth Dyar and Phoebe Russell. 2001 Marengo AvenueSouth Pasadena. Blanchard 72468 1 

MUGfiLNOOS MARCHES' ON - AN : EDITORIAL 

With this issue Glen Dawson, Dick eT Alld^^vland Gilbert turn over 'most 

of their duties to the able- editorship m Ruth Dyar aM Phoebe Russell. We are all 
pleased with the success of our Mugelnoo^>^uuLjffift3J« ,l ^^your continued support. We 
hope that our readers will aid us in inviting all Southern Californians interested in 
skiing and/or rock climbing to join with us to strengthen the Sierra Club and to make 
the Walter Mosauer Lodge a reality. 

Ski Heil. (Signed )( Glen Dawson. 
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4 - No. 20 


THE MCGELNOOS 


TAEQUITZ TURNOUT - NEW ROUTES DISCOVERED - 

Biggest event in recent ECS activities was 
the scheduled climb at Tahquitz Rock Aug. 20-21, 
attended by a choice crowd of' 17. The climbs 
made were unusual. As preparation for the East 
Pace of Whitney over Labor Bay, 12 people roared 
up Angels’ - Fright. A party of 3 did the White 
Maiden*s Walkaway, on the N. face, and proclaimed 
it the ’’best route yet.” The Finger-Tip Traverse 
and the Friction Route were climbed several times. 
In the neantime, two magnificent new routes 
were completed elsewhere. The first one com¬ 
pleted lies between the Booksellers’ (Mechanics) 
Route and the Finger-Tip, and goes directly over 
the large prominent bulge on the S. ridge. Ap¬ 
proach to the bottom of the Bulge is n&d'e by 


Septemb er 1, 

Noos» Mo re 

■mi mtnmi , n 

CU/H& 

AK6ELS’ FRlGHT 


i93a 


.*? 



OH! IP I HAD 
THE; OP AN ANGELJ 

OVER THESE * 
ROCKV WALl-S I WOW-O HYl 

• • '•Zf' 


four 4th class pitches along a steep break* Traversing right under¬ 
neath the overhang, the route goes over one jutting horn, and up with 
direct aid to another* This route was named Traitor Horn because this 
second horn looked like a 4-5th class pitch but proved to be tough 6th. 
First ascent, Aug. 20; Jim Smith (leading)'. Art Johnson,'Maxine Holton. The 
second new route, so far unnamed, follows a tough 5th class sloping crack 
around the loft corner of the Bulge and joins the Traitor Horn route 
above. First ascent, Aug. 21; Carl Jenson (leading), Jim Smith, rl 

Doug McDonald. * - wnr 

Trip loader Mendenahll and Section Chairman Kostor deserve 
particular credit for training the neophytes for Whitney. 




IC: - Will H* Thrall, 


msauuismMaaami^miah 


WAR. 
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1940 


ROCK-CLIMgING SECTION 

^^Mt. Pacific^^-9:00 a.m. 

No. 7-A— Sunday, August 11 

A new area for climbing scouted by Howard 
Koster. Come out and enjoy a pleasant day 
climbing in this wonderful scenic area. Contact 
the leader for the exact location and directions for 
reaching the climbing area. 

LEADER: Howard Koster, 4343 Griffin Ave., 
CApitol 6070. 

ROCK CLIMBING SECTION 
Business Meeting 

No. 7-B —Wednesday Angnc* i^i | p ™ 

Plans for th( ^R. C . S. annual Banquet^jAl be 
discussed at this liTeelllig: — Alsu ciiiailgeine nts for 
the Labor Day climb at Mt. Humphreys will be 
made. All members are expected to attend and 
guests are welcome. 

PLACE: 204 Belmont High School. Chairman: 
John D. Mendenhall, BLanchard 71806. 
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Thank you heartily for your letter of October 25. 

It is with very great pleasure indeed that I accept 
the election as an honorary member of the Rock Climb¬ 
ing Section of the Southern California Chapter of the 
Sierra Club, and I shall feel honored to make use of 
the button you send me. You give me far too much cred¬ 
it in the matter of responsibility for starting Cali¬ 
fornia climbing; everybody was already just taking to 
it at that time; I accompanied the Sierra Club on a 
most enjoyable trip, and we all got going: together. 

But since your climbers have become the best in the 
United States the privilege of being mentioned in con¬ 
nection with them, whether justifiably or not, is one 
to be hung on to -- which makes me very grateful to 
you for establishing the relationship in this way! 


Whitney east face was lots of fun at the time. You 
run all over it nowadays and pretty soon it won’t fig¬ 
ure, but that’s the way with all these things. I think 
at the time we all knew it wasn’t really very difficult 
from the technical standpoint; what gave it the thrill 
was the opening up of the route where everything had 
looked so unpromising from the foot. But you have 
so much first-rate stuff that you won’t mind Whitney’s 
dropping down a peg or two in the classification. Con¬ 
gratulations indeed on your new route, which sounds 
very much indeed like what these Continental enthus¬ 
iasts call an ’’ideal” one -- from base to summit by 
the shortest possible line! 


Berg Heil! in return, and very best wishes for 
the prosperity of the Rock Climbing Section. 



The RCS elected Robert Underhill an 
honorary member in 1938. 

Underhill wrote to Chair Howard 
Koster to thank the Section for the 
honor. 


Underhill was the second honorary 
member after Norman Clyde (elected 
1937). 
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CLIMBING—YOSEMITE 

No. 16—Fri., Sat., Sun., May 29, 30, 31, 1936. 

A Joint trip of the Rock Climbing Sections of the 
San Francisco Bay and the Southern California Chap¬ 
ters. 

All details and climbing will be under the strict 
supervision of the leaders. 

SOUTHERN SECTION LEADER: Arthur John¬ 
son, 6l6i/ 4 Parkman Ave. Tel. FItzroy 6759. 
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ARTHUR JOHNSON SCALING CLIFF NEAR MT. WHITNEY 
Makm* Ftr* Roundtrip Atcmni of East Face of Highest U. S. Peak , 
14,595 Feet, Wtth Bill Rice, Fellow Sierra Club Member 



Art Johnson, probably on Thor Peak, 1937 
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Whitney East Buttress First Ascent, Sept. 5,1937 
Front Row, L to R: Dick Jones, Muir Dawson, Glen Dawson 
Back Row: Bob Brinton, Howard Koster (RCS Chair 1937-38 and 1938-39) 
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RCS Group on Summit of Whitney after East Buttress climb, Labor Day Weekend, 1938 

Front row, L to R: Unidentified, Chet Errett (plaid shirt, RCS Chair 1940-41 and 1941-42), Howard Koster, Agnes Fair, 
Ray Ingwerson, John Mendenhall. Back Row: Walter Hennies, two unidentified, Ruth Dyar, Wayland Gilbert. The 
unidentifieds include Don McGeein, George Wilkins, and George Templeton. 
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Ho. 102, June 2 % 1942' 


A triweekly news' sheet published by find, for the -Ski Mountaineers and Hock Climbing 
Sections of' the S'i-a-rfa 01ifb» 'Permanent 'address* ’f04 Auditorium Bldg* * L<,A*. VA 1885 


* 1 > * ^ 

We have had the greatest lo ss imaginable* Pr* Clyde 
V* Kelson, Jr^ and William dice were killed instantly Jtine 19 
r by a fall on the Grand Teton in Wyoming* - ' 

- Clyde Helson was a "brilliant Van Huys physician, 

taking a last vacation before becoming an Army doctor. He was 
thirty-one years old, a civic leader and a careful student of 
mountainee:ri ;j.g r , Bill llico had jusc received his Ph*U* at the 
University of. California at I»oa Angeles, and had a position 
teaching history at Occidental College next semester. He would, 
have he’en tweftty-seven years .old this summer,' His first article 
in the Oudriei-ly of the .California Historical Society has. just >• 
been published. .. . 


The climbing deaths of Bill Rice and Clyde Nelson in the Tetons in 1942 were the first fatalities in the RCS family. 



























Activities 1934-1945 


MANY RCS MEMBERS WERE IN THE MILITARY IN WORLD WAR II 

LAVERE DANIELS 
GLEN DAWSON 
MUIR DAWSON 
WALT DRAEGER 
CHET ERRETT 
PAUL ESTES 
PHIL FAULCONER 
HOWARD GATES 
WAYLAND GILBERT 
ROY GORIN 
CARL JENSEN 
ART JOHNSON 
JOE MOMYER 
CARLETON SHAY 
ELSIE STRAND (RED CROSS) 

GEORGE TEMPLETON 
MERLIN THAYER 
BILL VOSS 
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f Chu Liman j 

N u asadena — 

Jim uorln, Yicc-unairtuun 
1219 4th St., San Fernando San Fernando 5714 
Dorothy Sfcmderson, Secretary-Treasurer 
405 W. 97th St„ I.»og Angeles 3 PLeasant 2-2973 

— Purpose of the Section — 

To teach rock climbing technique to those 
who wish to explore the more inaccessible 
regions and climb mountains and peaks where 
trails end and rock climbing begins, so that 
they may enjoy this phase of mountaineering 
with the greatest amount of safety to them¬ 
selves and their companions. 

Activities 

Safety befor e conquest is the fi rst rule of rock 

tnblngl JStfflSg S cl mi!. 'iii>, May 1 to 

Novembe^ 1 , beginners arc taught rock climbing 

technigiurSM^I mr>r» . are 

given an opportunity to enjoy this sport in an or¬ 
ganized manner with their mountaineering friends. 
Rock climbing trips are made to local climbing 
areas and to the Sierra Nevada Mountains. 

The leaders of all trips are experienced climbers 
and have complete charge. All climbing parties 
are made up at their discretion. This Section has 
an enviable record for safety on climbs. Please do 
your part to help keep that record. 

Membership 

Membership in the Rock Climbing Section is 
open to any Sierra Club member. Applicants must 
attend and take part in two scheduled practice 
climbs. Then at their own request and on paying 
an initial fee of twenty-five cents to the secretary 
they will be voted into the Section at the next regu¬ 
lar bu siness meeting o f the Section. To maintain 
nnUlbirship, cm urn I lin^jd and take part in at 
Hsui four scheduled dunbnduruig she calendar 
T^ir, A>l me mbers s hojdd^wbecribe to the Mugel* 
noos but it ii !\6f a requirement. 
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1946 Chapter Banquet at L.A. Breakfast Club (Friendship Auditorium). Ski Mountaineers-Rock Climbing 
Section table. Left side, front to rear: unidentified woman, Jim Smith, Arlene Baker, Bob Baker, Evelyn 
Errett, Chet Errett, two unidentified, and Chuck Wilts. Right side, front to rear: Glen Dawson, Mary 
Helen Dawson, Larry Thackwell, Barbara Thackwell, Hensel Fremstad (RCS Chair 1943-44), Marie 

Fremstad, Howard Koster, Ruth Koster. 






Ski Mountaineers Party at Harwood Lodge, c. 1945 


Dick and Adrienne Jones in foreground, Glen and Mary Helen Dawson on dance floor behind them. 
Immediately behind the Dawsons are Bob and Mary Brinton. DeDe and Roy Gorin are to the 

immediate left of the Brintons. 





Activities 1945-1960 




/i 


Chuck Wilts climbing broken face 
at Mt. Pacifico, RCS practice 
climb, c. 1950s. 

RCS Chair 1945-46 and 1948-49. 
Safety Committee Chair 1951-58. 
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Ellen and Chuck Wilts on Mt Lyell, June 1947 (honeymoon trip) 
Ellen was RCS Sec-Treas 1945-47 and 1960-61 
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Chuck Wilts and Ron Smith (RCS Chair 1959-60) 

RCS Practice at Running Springs, probably early 
1950s 
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Jim Gorin 

He claimed his advantage was having less weight to get up the pitch. 










a 
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Jim Gorin 

RCS Chair 1944-45, Vice-Chair 1945-47, 
Safety Committee Chair 1949-50 

Sierra Club Angeles Chapter Chair in 
three different decades: 1948,1957,1962 
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“Shand’s Pinnacle-RCS” - group of climbers clustered on top of rock pinnacle, probably Mt. Pacifico, 
c. early 1950s. Chuck Wilts at very summit holding hand of Ellen Wilts climbing up the right side. 
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1946 


ROCK CREEK^MtTwILLIAMSON> 

Rock Climbing Section 
Sunday, June 16 

Th is is a new climbing area scouted and en¬ 
thusiastically recommended by the Chairman as 
the finest climbing area this side of Tahquitz. A 
fine exposure of rock offers a wide variety of 
climbs of any length including what is undoubtedly 
the finest chimney in Southern California (if it 
can be climbed). 

DIRECTIONS: The rock is located about two 
miles beyond Buckhorn on the Mt. Waterman 
branch of the Angeles Crest Highway. Because 
the road may be closed by a gate at Buckhorn and 
because the easiest route down the canyon to the 
rock is not obvious it is suggested that everyone 
meet at the Angeles Crest turnoff in La Canada. 
Driving distance 35 miles from La Canada. 

TIME: 8:00 A.M. at the Angeles Crest turnoff. 
Please be prompt as it requires more time than 
usual to reach this area. 

LEADER: Chuck Wilts, 387 N. Holliston Ave., 
Pasadena, SYcamore 63976. 
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1950 


Q HIDDEN valley 
JOSHUATRE t ISIA11UNAL MONUMENT 
Rock Climbing Section 
Saturday and Sunday, October 28 and 29 

A very interesting area with a large number 
of apparently unsealed rocks 100 to 200 feet high. 
Here is where we can drive to within 20 yards 
of 4th, 5th, and 6th class routes. 

Bring water as this will be a dry camp. 
DRIVING DISTANCE: 350 miles round trip. 

LEADER: Clem Todd, 2011 Vista Del Mar, 
Hollywood 28, HUdson 2-5087. 

TRANSPORTATION: Call leader if transpor¬ 
tation is needed or can be offered. 
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George Harr Ray van Aken 

RCS Chair 1952-53 and 1961 -62, Vice- RCS Sec-Treas 1946-47 

Chair 1950-51, Safety Committee 
Chair 1953-54 and 1956-57 
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Barbara Lilley 

RCS Sec-Treas 1955-56 and 1956-57 
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Royal Robbins’ attendance cards 
(typical RCS attendance records 1935-1976) 






























Activities 1945-1960 



Stoney Point Climbing Practice about 1955 

Chuck Wilts at far left, Ray Van Aken left center with camera, Mike Sherrick on ropes, Jerry Gallwas at 
_right with camera_ 
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Jim Bonner (RCS Chair 1947-48) 
on left below; Chuck Wilts second 
from right. 


Stoney Point Practice about 1955 







■ 


I 
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Spider Rock in Canyon de Chelly 
(Gallwas photo) 


Don Wilson (left, RCS Chair 1954-55) 
and Mark Powell (Gallwas photo) 


First ascent 1956 by Don Wilson, Mark Powell (above right) and Jerry Gallwas 
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Cleopatra’s Needle, Navajo Reservation, Arizona (Gallwas photo) 
Mark Powell and Don Wilson on summit 
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Totem Pole in Monument Valley, 
Arizona (Gallwas photo) 


L to R: Mark Powell, Jerry Gallwas, Bill (Dolt) Feuerer, and 

Don Wilson on summit 


First ascent 1957 by Don Wilson, Mark Powell, Jerry Gallwas, and Bill Feuerer 
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First ascent of the Northwest Face of Half Dome, 1957 by Royal Robbins, Jerry Gallwas, Mike Sherrick 

Robbins (left) and Gallwas on day 1 (photos by Mike Sherrick) 
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Mike Sherrick, Tahquitz Rock, 1954 
RCS Chair 1957-58; Safety Committee Chair 1958-59 and 1959-60 
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New faces at Tahquitz Rock, probably late 1950s 
L to R: Harry Daley, Mike Sherrick, Yvon Chouinard, Dick Erb, Bill Feuerer (Dolt), Tom Frost 



THREE ON A ROPE 


Mugelnoos No. 3, issued February 9, 1938. 

"THREE ON A ROPE". - A Mugelnoos reporter saw the preview of this 
picture and ranks it as 'four star'. Last autumn members of the Rock 
Climbing Section worked many week ends before the motion picture 
camera at Stony Point and Tahquitz Rock making a Pete Smith short 
subject. The movie tentatively titled "Three On A Rope" will probably be 
released by M.G.M. next month. The Director has been very slow in 
coming across with promised honorariums but there is still hope. The rope 
of experts is composed of Art (Xmas Card) Johnson, Jim Smith, and Bill 
Rice. In the comedy role is Bob Brinton ably assisted by LaVere Daniels 
and Howard Koster. The best scene is Bill Rice realistically dodging rocks. 
The unintentional falls are also well worth seeing. 

Shooting Locations: Sierra Club Harwood Lodge, San Antonio Falls, 
Stoney Point, Tahquitz Rock 

Also note casual rappel anchor (it’s a quick shot) 



